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Abstract:‌ ‌ 
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During‌‌the‌‌2020‌‌general‌‌election,‌‌Georgia‌‌held‌‌two‌‌U.S.‌‌Senate‌‌elections:‌‌a‌‌regularly‌‌scheduled‌‌                           
Senate‌ ‌race‌ ‌between‌ ‌incumbent‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌David‌ ‌Perdue‌ ‌and‌ ‌several‌ ‌challengers,‌‌                     
including‌ ‌Democratic‌ ‌candidate‌ ‌Jon‌ ‌Ossoff;‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌special‌ ‌election‌ ‌between‌ ‌incumbent‌‌                     
Republican‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌Kelly‌ ‌Loeffler‌ ‌(who‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌‌appointed‌ ‌by‌‌Georgia‌‌governor‌‌Brian‌‌Kemp‌‌                         
following‌ ‌the‌ ‌2019‌ ‌vacancy‌ ‌left‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌resignation‌ ‌of‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌Johnny‌ ‌Isakson)‌ ‌and‌ ‌several‌‌                           
challengers,‌‌including‌‌Reverend‌‌Raphael‌‌Warnock.‌‌In‌‌November,‌‌no‌‌candidate‌‌in‌‌either‌‌Senate‌‌                       
race‌‌reached‌‌a‌‌required‌‌50%‌‌threshold‌‌to‌‌secure‌‌a‌‌victory,‌‌requiring‌‌both‌‌races‌‌to‌‌be‌‌resolved‌‌                               
by‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌elections‌ ‌held‌ ‌January‌ ‌5,‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌Because‌ ‌Republicans‌ ‌held‌ ‌on‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌‌50-48‌‌split‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                 
U.S.‌‌Senate‌‌after‌‌November,‌‌the‌‌runoffs‌‌would‌‌also‌‌determine‌‌which‌‌party‌‌held‌‌control‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                             
Senate.‌ ‌Like‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌elections‌ ‌experienced‌ ‌high‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌with‌ ‌few‌‌                         
problems‌ ‌and‌ ‌winners‌ ‌were‌ ‌declared‌ ‌shortly‌ ‌after‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌ 
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Election‌ ‌Administration‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Coronavirus‌ ‌Pandemic‌”‌‌ ‌  
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I. Introduction‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

On‌ ‌January‌ ‌5,‌ ‌2021,‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌held‌ ‌statewide‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌elections‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌Senate.‌ ‌Since‌ ‌no‌‌                             
candidate‌ ‌received‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌majority‌ ‌of‌ ‌votes‌ ‌in‌ ‌either‌‌race‌‌as‌‌required‌‌by‌‌‌Georgia‌‌law‌,‌‌both‌‌Senate‌‌                               
races‌ ‌required‌ ‌a‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌election‌ ‌months‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌‌                         
Moreover,‌ ‌because‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌50-48‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌senate‌ ‌majority‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌‌                         
Georgia’s‌ ‌runoffs‌ ‌would‌‌determine‌‌which‌‌political‌‌party‌‌controlled‌‌the‌‌Senate‌‌during‌‌the‌‌start‌‌                         
of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Biden‌ ‌presidency.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌result,‌ ‌Georgia’s‌ ‌January‌‌5‌‌elections‌‌received‌‌‌national‌‌attention‌‌                           
and‌ ‌‌shattered‌ ‌campaign‌‌spending‌‌records‌,‌‌with‌‌both‌‌races‌‌ultimately‌‌becoming‌‌the‌‌two‌‌most‌‌                         
expensive‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌races‌ ‌in‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌history.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

II. Background‌ ‌ 
‌ 

During‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌held‌ ‌two‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌elections:‌ ‌a‌ ‌regularly‌ ‌scheduled‌‌                         
Senate‌ ‌race‌ ‌between‌ ‌incumbent‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌David‌ ‌Perdue‌ ‌and‌ ‌several‌ ‌challengers,‌‌                     
including‌ ‌Democratic‌ ‌candidate‌ ‌Jon‌ ‌Ossoff;‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌special‌ ‌election‌ ‌between‌ ‌incumbent‌‌                     
Republican‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌Kelly‌ ‌Loeffler‌ ‌(who‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌‌appointed‌ ‌by‌‌Georgia‌‌governor‌‌Brian‌‌Kemp‌‌                         
following‌ ‌the‌ ‌2019‌ ‌vacancy‌ ‌left‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌resignation‌ ‌of‌ ‌Senator‌ ‌Johnny‌ ‌Isakson)‌ ‌and‌ ‌several‌‌                           
challengers,‌ ‌including‌ ‌Reverend‌ ‌Raphael‌ ‌Warnock.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌‌2020,‌‌no‌‌candidate‌‌in‌‌either‌‌Senate‌‌race‌‌reached‌‌a‌‌required‌‌50%‌‌threshold‌‌to‌‌take‌‌office.‌‌In‌‌                                 
the‌‌‌regular‌‌election‌,‌‌Perdue‌‌received‌‌49.7%‌‌of‌‌the‌‌vote‌‌compared‌‌to‌‌Ossoff’s‌‌47.9%,‌‌and‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                               
special‌ ‌election‌ ‌Warnock‌ ‌received‌ ‌32.9%‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote‌ ‌(with‌ ‌the‌ ‌remaining‌ ‌votes‌ ‌split‌ ‌largely‌‌                           
between‌ ‌Loeffler’s‌ ‌25.9%‌ ‌and‌ ‌Republican‌‌candidate‌‌Doug‌‌Collins’s‌‌20.0%).‌‌Under‌‌‌Georgia‌‌law‌,‌‌                       
“to‌ ‌be‌‌elected‌‌to‌‌public‌‌office‌‌in‌‌a‌‌general‌‌election,‌‌a‌‌candidate‌‌must‌‌receive‌‌a‌‌majority‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   
votes‌ ‌cast‌ ‌in‌‌an‌‌election‌‌to‌‌fill‌‌such‌‌public‌‌office.”‌‌In‌‌any‌‌election‌‌where‌‌no‌‌candidate‌‌receives‌                                 
more‌ ‌than‌ ‌50%‌‌of‌‌the‌‌vote,‌‌the‌‌state‌‌holds‌‌a‌‌runoff‌‌election‌‌between‌‌the‌‌top‌‌two‌‌candidates.‌‌                                 
After‌‌Georgia‌‌certified‌‌the‌‌initial‌‌results,‌‌therefore,‌‌a‌‌runoff‌‌was‌‌scheduled‌‌for‌‌January‌‌5,‌‌2021,‌‌                             
with‌ ‌three‌ ‌races‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌held‌ ‌simultaneously:‌ ‌the‌ ‌regular‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌election‌ ‌between‌‌Perdue‌‌and‌‌                           
Ossoff,‌ ‌the‌ ‌special‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌election‌ ‌between‌ ‌Warnock‌ ‌and‌ ‌Loeffler,‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌third‌ ‌race‌ ‌to‌‌                           
determine‌ ‌the‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌next‌ ‌public‌ ‌service‌ ‌commissioner.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
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III. Runoff‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Rules‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

For‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌‌part,‌‌Georgia’s‌‌runoff‌‌election‌‌followed‌‌the‌‌same‌‌statutory‌‌rules‌‌and‌‌regulations‌‌                           
as‌ ‌November’s‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌including‌ ‌the‌ ‌continued‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌several‌ ‌state‌ ‌laws‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌‌                           
O.C.G.A.‌ ‌§‌ ‌21-2-380‌,‌ ‌which‌‌permits‌‌no-excuse‌‌absentee‌‌voting,‌‌and‌O.C.G.A.‌‌§‌‌21-2-385‌,‌‌which‌‌                         
provides‌‌for‌‌“advance”‌‌voting‌‌(a‌‌term‌‌that‌‌encompasses‌‌both‌‌absentee‌‌balloting‌‌and‌‌in-person,‌‌                         
early‌‌voting).‌1‌ ‌Critically,‌‌the‌‌Georgia‌‌State‌‌Election‌‌Board‌‌also‌‌‌extended‌‌several‌‌emergency‌‌rules‌‌                         
that‌‌were‌‌previously‌‌implemented‌‌during‌‌November’s‌‌general‌‌election,‌‌including‌‌the‌‌allowance‌‌                     
of‌‌ballot‌‌drop‌‌boxes‌‌at‌‌county‌‌election‌‌offices‌‌and‌‌certain‌‌polling‌‌locations‌‌and‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌early‌‌                                 
ballot‌ ‌processing‌ ‌(requiring‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌to‌ ‌begin‌ ‌being‌ ‌scanned‌ ‌and‌ ‌processed‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌‌                         
eight‌ ‌days‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.)‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Several‌ ‌deadlines‌ ‌were‌ ‌extended‌ ‌to‌ ‌allow‌ ‌more‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌register‌‌and‌‌vote‌‌before‌‌the‌‌runoff‌‌                             
election‌ ‌on‌ ‌January‌ ‌5.‌ ‌For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌voters‌‌were‌‌allowed‌‌to‌‌register‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌until‌‌‌December‌‌7‌,‌‌                               
and‌ ‌early‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌voting‌ ‌began‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌14.‌ ‌Voters‌ ‌were‌ ‌also‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌to‌ ‌request‌ ‌an‌‌                             
absentee‌‌ballot‌‌up‌‌until‌‌‌January‌‌1,‌‌2021‌,‌‌and‌‌some‌‌Georgians‌‌were‌‌newly‌‌eligible‌‌to‌‌vote,‌‌such‌‌                               
as‌ ‌minors‌ ‌who‌ ‌turned‌ ‌18‌ ‌between‌ ‌November‌ ‌3,‌ ‌2020‌ ‌and‌ ‌January‌ ‌5,‌ ‌2021.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌ ‌between‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌election’s‌ ‌registration‌ ‌deadline,‌‌‌nearly‌‌76,000‌‌                         
new‌‌voters‌‌registered‌‌in‌‌Georgia,‌‌56%‌‌of‌‌whom‌‌were‌‌under‌‌35‌‌years‌‌old.‌‌The‌‌newly‌‌registered‌‌                               
voters‌ ‌were‌ ‌also‌ ‌racially‌ ‌more‌ ‌diverse‌ ‌than‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌whole,‌ ‌although‌ ‌new‌ ‌registrants‌‌                             
represented‌ ‌a‌ ‌small‌ ‌percentage‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌7.7‌‌million‌‌registered‌‌voters‌‌in‌‌total.‌‌However‌‌Georgia‌‌                           
already‌ ‌had‌ ‌a‌ ‌relatively‌ ‌high‌ ‌rate‌ ‌of‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters,‌ ‌in‌ ‌part‌ ‌because‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016,‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌‌                               
implemented‌ ‌‌automatic‌ ‌voter‌ ‌registration‌‌ ‌when‌ ‌obtaining‌ ‌a‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌driver’s‌ ‌license.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌relative‌ ‌consistency‌ ‌between‌ ‌Georgia’s‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌rules‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff‌‌                       
elections,‌ ‌the‌ ‌surge‌ ‌in‌ ‌national‌ ‌attention‌ ‌focused‌ ‌on‌ ‌Georgia’s‌ ‌runoffs‌ ‌created‌ ‌several‌ ‌new‌‌                         
concerns‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌run-up‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌January‌ ‌runoffs.‌ ‌For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌several‌ ‌notable‌ ‌Democratic‌‌                         
leaders‌‌announced‌‌that‌‌they‌‌would‌‌temporarily‌‌relocate‌‌to‌‌Georgia‌‌to‌‌campaign‌‌for‌‌Ossoff‌‌and‌‌                           
Warnock—including‌ ‌former‌ ‌presidential‌ ‌candidate‌ ‌‌Andrew‌ ‌Yang‌—and‌ ‌some‌ ‌Republican‌‌               
leaders‌ ‌accused‌ ‌them‌‌of‌‌impropriety.‌‌Georgia‌‌GOP‌‌Chair‌‌‌David‌‌Shafer‌,‌‌for‌‌example,‌‌called‌‌on‌‌                           
state‌ ‌officials‌ ‌to‌ ‌investigate‌ ‌every‌ ‌new‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voter‌ ‌and‌ ‌claimed,‌ ‌without‌ ‌evidence,‌ ‌that‌‌                         
“unlawful‌ ‌attempts‌ ‌by‌ ‌outsiders‌ ‌to‌ ‌influence‌ ‌our‌ ‌elections‌ ‌are‌ ‌potentially‌ ‌criminal,‌ ‌offend‌‌                       
fundamental‌ ‌notions‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌fair‌ ‌election‌ ‌process,‌ ‌and‌ ‌must‌ ‌be‌ ‌stopped.”‌ ‌‌Senator‌ ‌Perdue‌ ‌also‌‌                           
appeared‌ ‌on‌ ‌Fox‌ ‌News‌ ‌and‌ ‌asserted‌ ‌that‌ ‌Democrats‌ ‌are‌ ‌“willing‌ ‌to‌ ‌do‌ ‌anything‌ ‌–‌ ‌lie,‌ ‌steal,‌‌                               

1 ‌For‌ ‌more‌ ‌information,‌ ‌see‌ ‌“‌Georgia‌ ‌2020:‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Administration‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Coronavirus‌ ‌Pandemic‌.”‌‌ ‌  
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cheat‌ ‌–‌ ‌to‌ ‌win‌ ‌this‌ ‌election,”‌ ‌despite‌ ‌Andrew‌‌Yang’s‌‌clarification‌‌that‌‌he‌‌would‌‌not‌‌himself‌‌be‌‌                               
voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌and‌ ‌without‌ ‌any‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌of‌ ‌Democratic‌ ‌voters‌ ‌moving‌‌to‌‌the‌‌state‌‌for‌‌the‌‌                               
purpose‌ ‌of‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff.‌ ‌Nevertheless,‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌Raffensperger‌ ‌‌warned‌‌                       
out-of-state‌‌voters‌‌from‌‌relocating‌‌to‌‌Georgia‌‌unless‌‌they‌‌planned‌‌to‌‌establish‌‌legal‌‌residency,‌‌                         
as‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌felony‌ ‌‌for‌ ‌someone‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌intention‌ ‌to‌ ‌move‌ ‌away‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌‌                                     
election.‌ ‌Per‌ ‌‌O.C.G.A‌ ‌§‌ ‌21-2-561‌,‌ ‌such‌ ‌a‌ ‌violation‌ ‌is‌‌punishable‌‌by‌‌up‌‌to‌‌10‌‌years‌‌in‌‌jail‌‌and‌‌a‌‌                                     
$100,000‌ ‌fine.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌ ‌December,‌‌state‌‌Republican‌‌officials‌‌also‌‌urged‌‌Georgia‌‌governor‌‌Brian‌‌Kemp‌‌to‌‌convene‌‌a‌‌                           
special‌ ‌legislative‌ ‌session‌ ‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌(among‌‌other‌‌things)‌‌tighten‌‌residency‌‌requirements‌‌for‌‌                         
the‌‌runoffs.‌‌State‌‌Representative‌‌‌David‌‌Clark‌,‌‌for‌‌example,‌‌said‌‌that‌‌the‌‌legislature‌‌should‌‌pass‌‌                           
new‌ ‌measures‌ ‌to‌ ‌prevent‌ ‌non-Georgians‌ ‌from‌ ‌“interfering‌‌in‌‌our‌‌elections.”‌‌These‌‌proposals,‌‌                       
however,‌ ‌were‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌by‌ ‌Governor‌ ‌Kemp,‌ ‌Lieutenant‌ ‌Governor‌ ‌Geoff‌ ‌Duncan,‌ ‌and‌ ‌House‌‌                       
Speaker‌‌David‌‌Ralston,‌‌who‌‌released‌‌a‌‌‌joint‌‌statement‌‌arguing‌‌that‌‌“[a]ny‌‌changes‌‌to‌‌Georgia’s‌‌                           
election‌ ‌laws‌ ‌made‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌special‌ ‌session‌ ‌will‌ ‌not‌ ‌have‌ ‌any‌ ‌impact‌ ‌on‌ ‌an‌‌ongoing‌‌election‌‌and‌‌                                 
would‌ ‌only‌ ‌result‌ ‌in‌ ‌endless‌ ‌litigation.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌Raffensperger‌ ‌released‌ ‌several‌ ‌statements‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌lead-up‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff‌‌                         
elections,‌ ‌sending‌ ‌warning‌ ‌letters‌ ‌and‌‌announcing‌‌investigations‌‌into‌‌allegations‌‌of‌‌fraud‌‌and‌‌                       
potential‌ ‌misconduct.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● First,‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌‌state’s‌‌office‌‌‌sent‌‌letters‌‌to‌‌8,000‌‌individuals‌‌who‌‌had‌‌requested‌‌                           

absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌January‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌but‌ ‌who‌ ‌had‌ ‌also‌ ‌recently‌ ‌filed‌ ‌a‌ ‌National‌‌                           
Change‌ ‌of‌ ‌Address‌ ‌notice‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌ ‌States‌ ‌Postal‌ ‌Service‌ ‌(USPS),‌ ‌which‌ ‌might‌‌                         
mean‌ ‌that‌ ‌they‌ ‌now‌ ‌live‌ ‌out-of-state.‌ ‌Although‌ ‌many‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌8,000‌‌individuals‌‌might‌‌                         
still‌ ‌be‌ ‌eligible‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌(such‌ ‌as‌ ‌students‌ ‌living‌ ‌on‌‌college‌‌campuses‌‌or‌‌                               
military‌ ‌personnel),‌ ‌Raffensperger‌ ‌reiterated‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌letter‌ ‌would‌ ‌“be‌ ‌a‌ ‌warning‌ ‌to‌‌                       
anyone‌‌looking‌‌to‌‌come‌‌to‌‌Georgia‌‌temporarily‌‌to‌‌cast‌‌a‌‌ballot‌‌in‌‌the‌‌runoffs‌‌or‌‌anyone‌‌                               
who‌ ‌has‌ ‌established‌ ‌residence‌ ‌in‌ ‌another‌ ‌state‌ ‌but‌ ‌thinks‌ ‌they‌‌can‌‌game‌‌the‌‌system:‌‌                           
we‌‌will‌‌find‌‌you‌‌and‌‌we‌‌will‌‌prosecute‌‌you‌‌to‌‌the‌‌fullest‌‌extent‌‌of‌‌the‌‌law.”‌‌As‌‌of‌‌March‌‌                                     
2021,‌‌there‌‌had‌‌been‌‌no‌‌evidence‌‌that‌‌any‌‌individual‌‌contacted‌‌by‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state‌‌                             
had‌ ‌committed‌ ‌any‌ ‌form‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud.‌ ‌ 

● Second,‌‌Raffensperger‌‌‌launched‌‌an‌‌investigation‌‌into‌‌several‌‌nonprofit‌‌groups‌‌who‌‌had‌‌                     
sought‌‌to‌‌help‌‌register‌‌Georgia‌‌voters,‌‌including‌‌America‌‌Votes,‌‌Vote‌‌Forward,‌‌and‌‌The‌‌                         
New‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌Project.‌ ‌According‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌office,‌ ‌these‌ ‌groups‌ ‌“have‌‌                         
repeatedly‌ ‌and‌ ‌aggressively‌ ‌sought‌ ‌to‌ ‌register‌ ‌ineligible,‌ ‌out-of-state,‌ ‌or‌ ‌deceased‌‌                   
voters‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌January‌ ‌5‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌elections.”‌ ‌In‌ ‌doing‌ ‌so,‌ ‌the‌ ‌announcement‌‌                         
said,‌‌the‌‌groups‌‌could‌‌be‌‌charged‌‌with‌‌felony‌‌racketeering‌‌under‌‌Georgia‌‌law.‌‌Officials‌‌                         
from‌‌these‌‌groups‌‌said‌‌that‌‌they‌‌were‌‌fully‌‌complying‌‌with‌‌Georgia‌‌law,‌‌however.‌‌New‌‌                           
______________________________________________________________________________‌‌ ‌  

GEORGIA‌ ‌2021:‌ ‌ELECTION‌ ‌ADMINISTRATION‌ ‌IN‌ ‌THE‌ ‌SENATE‌ ‌RUNOFF‌ ‌ELECTIONS‌ ‌ 

5‌ ‌ 

https://www.ajc.com/politics/75k-new-georgia-voters-registered-before-us-senate-runoffs/H3CXAFIKFVCKHJNW5MBFZKQDZU/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/kemp-rejects-calls-for-special-session-to-change-runoff-voting-rules/S7VSDC5PXJDVTH3FWZ3ZFJFU4U/
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2017/title-21/chapter-2/article-15/section-21-2-561/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/kemp-rejects-calls-for-special-session-to-change-runoff-voting-rules/S7VSDC5PXJDVTH3FWZ3ZFJFU4U/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/kemp-rejects-calls-for-special-session-to-change-runoff-voting-rules/S7VSDC5PXJDVTH3FWZ3ZFJFU4U/
https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/secretary_of_state_brad_raffensperger_protects_runoffs_from_out_of_state_voters
https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/secretary_raffensperger_launches_investigation_into_groups_encouraging_fraudulent_registrations
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Georgia‌ ‌Project’s‌ ‌CEO‌‌‌Nse‌‌Ufot‌‌said‌‌that‌‌the‌‌investigation‌‌was‌‌“ridiculous,”‌‌adding‌‌that‌‌                         
“sending‌ ‌out‌ ‌postcards‌ ‌reminding‌ ‌people‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌‌[and]‌‌reminding‌‌people‌‌that‌‌there‌‌is‌‌                         
an‌ ‌election‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌nefarious.”‌ ‌Since‌ ‌the‌ ‌January‌ ‌5‌ ‌runoff,‌ ‌it‌ ‌appears‌ ‌that‌ ‌no‌ ‌formal‌‌                             
charges‌ ‌were‌ ‌ever‌‌made‌‌against‌‌any‌‌nonprofit‌‌group‌‌related‌‌to‌‌these‌‌allegations,‌‌with‌‌                         
the‌ ‌exception‌ ‌of‌ ‌one‌ ‌individual‌ ‌who‌ ‌‌allegedly‌ ‌submitted‌ ‌“70‌ ‌false‌ ‌voter‌ ‌registration‌‌                       
applications‌ ‌while‌ ‌canvassing‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌Coalition‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌People’s‌ ‌Agenda.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

IV. The‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌Runoffs‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Early‌‌voting‌‌in‌‌Georgia‌‌started‌‌on‌‌Monday,‌‌December‌‌14,‌‌2020‌‌and‌‌lasted‌‌for‌‌‌three‌‌weeks‌‌until‌‌                               
Wednesday,‌ ‌December‌ ‌30‌ ‌or‌ ‌Thursday,‌ ‌December‌ ‌31,‌ ‌depending‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌county.‌ ‌All‌ ‌told,‌‌                         
3,145,672‌‌‌Georgians‌‌cast‌‌their‌‌votes‌‌early,‌‌by‌‌far‌‌the‌‌‌largest‌‌number‌‌of‌‌early‌‌voters‌‌in‌‌a‌‌runoff‌‌                                 
election‌ ‌in‌ ‌state‌ ‌history.‌ ‌These‌ ‌early‌ ‌voters‌ ‌represented‌ ‌‌over‌ ‌40%‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters‌‌                           
statewide,‌ ‌and‌‌two-thirds‌‌of‌‌this‌‌group‌‌voted‌‌early‌‌in‌‌person,‌‌as‌‌opposed‌‌to‌‌absentee.‌‌During‌‌                             
the‌‌early‌‌voting‌‌period,‌‌over‌‌‌1‌‌million‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌were‌‌received‌‌and‌‌accepted;‌‌just‌‌‌3,376‌‌mail‌‌                               
ballots‌‌were‌‌rejected‌‌for‌‌any‌‌reason,‌‌representing‌‌just‌‌0.3%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌returned‌‌mail‌‌ballots.‌‌Overall,‌‌                             
early‌ ‌voting‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌around‌ ‌78%‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌‌general‌‌election‌‌                             
early‌ ‌turnout,‌ ‌a‌ ‌much‌ ‌higher‌ ‌rate‌ ‌than‌ ‌a‌ ‌typical‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌election.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Bolstered‌ ‌by‌ ‌high‌‌early‌‌voting‌‌and‌‌vote-by-mail‌‌turnout,‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌ran‌‌smoothly.‌‌According‌‌                         
to‌‌‌Secretary‌‌Raffensperger‌,‌‌wait‌‌times‌‌averaged‌‌just‌‌one‌‌minute‌‌at‌‌polling‌‌locations‌‌throughout‌‌                         
the‌‌state,‌‌even‌‌lower‌‌than‌‌the‌‌two-minute‌‌average‌‌on‌‌November‌‌3.‌‌By‌‌the‌‌afternoon‌‌of‌‌January‌‌                               
5,‌ ‌no‌ ‌polling‌ ‌locations‌ ‌reported‌ ‌waiting‌ ‌times‌ ‌longer‌ ‌than‌ ‌30‌ ‌minutes,‌ ‌and‌ ‌just‌ ‌one‌ ‌location‌‌                             
reported‌ ‌wait‌ ‌times‌ ‌over‌ ‌20‌ ‌minutes.‌ ‌“Georgia’s‌ ‌election‌ ‌administration‌ ‌is‌ ‌hitting‌ ‌a‌ ‌new‌‌                         
milestone‌ ‌for‌ ‌effectiveness‌ ‌and‌ ‌efficiency,”‌ ‌Raffensperger‌ ‌said.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
According‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌Helen‌ ‌Butler‌,‌ ‌the‌ ‌executive‌ ‌director‌‌of‌‌a‌‌statewide‌‌voter‌‌education‌‌organization,‌‌                         
the‌ ‌election‌ ‌went‌ ‌well‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌part‌ ‌and‌ ‌only‌ ‌“minor‌ ‌issues”‌ ‌surfaced‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌‌                               
Moreover,‌ ‌‌Kristen‌ ‌Clarke‌,‌ ‌then-executive‌ ‌director‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Lawyers’‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌for‌ ‌Civil‌ ‌Rights‌‌                       
Under‌‌Law‌‌(and‌‌current‌‌nominee‌‌to‌‌become‌‌the‌‌assistant‌‌attorney‌‌general‌‌for‌‌civil‌‌rights‌‌as‌‌of‌‌                               
March‌ ‌2021)‌ ‌said‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌most‌ ‌common‌ ‌reported‌ ‌issue‌ ‌was‌ ‌voters‌ ‌who‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌receive‌‌                             
absentee‌ ‌ballots‌‌before‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌Clarke‌‌added‌‌that‌‌“we‌‌are‌‌not‌‌surprised‌‌that‌‌we‌‌are‌‌not‌‌                               
seeing‌ ‌poll‌ ‌sites‌ ‌flooded‌ ‌with‌ ‌large‌ ‌overwhelming‌ ‌numbers‌ ‌of‌‌voters‌‌today.”‌‌The‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌                           
state’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌reported‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌only‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌issues‌ ‌occurred‌ ‌in‌ ‌‌Columbia‌ ‌County‌,‌ ‌where‌‌                           
certain‌ ‌paper-ballot‌ ‌scanners‌ ‌and‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌cards‌ ‌were‌ ‌programmed‌ ‌incorrectly,‌ ‌but‌ ‌all‌‌                       
issues‌ ‌were‌ ‌resolved‌ ‌by‌ ‌10‌ ‌a.m.‌ ‌The‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌investment‌ ‌in‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌recruitment‌ ‌before‌‌                           
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https://www.cbs46.com/news/raffensperger-investigates-stacey-abrams-new-georgia-project-other-voter-groups/article_a24706b4-34e9-11eb-a4b7-b70c6d13e3af.html
https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/state_election_board_refers_voter_fraud_cases_for_prosecution
https://www.ajc.com/politics/election/georgia-senate-runoff-jan-5-when-is-the-early-voting-period/F2ACAY62ZRGIBE4L3J72XLGWPU/
https://electproject.github.io/Early-Vote-2020G/GA_RO.html
https://www.ajc.com/politics/early-voting-ends-with-record-3m-georgia-voters-for-us-senate-runoffs/47HZD2AAXRDZDCHPJXKNZVKRTE/
https://electproject.github.io/Early-Vote-2020G/GA_RO.html
https://electproject.github.io/Early-Vote-2020G/GA_RO.html
https://electproject.github.io/Early-Vote-2020G/GA_RO.html
https://www.georgiavotes.com/?a=1
https://twitter.com/stphnfwlr/status/1346535034677850115?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/05/us/politics/polls-close-georgia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/05/us/politics/polls-close-georgia.html
https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/runoff_election_running_smoothly_across_the_state
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November’s‌‌general‌‌election‌‌also‌‌paid‌‌off‌‌in‌‌the‌‌January‌‌runoffs,‌‌with‌‌‌some‌‌counties‌‌recruiting‌‌                           
a‌ ‌new‌ ‌wave‌ ‌of‌ ‌younger‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌despite‌ ‌early‌ ‌voting‌ ‌occurring‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌holiday‌ ‌season.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Although‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌could‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌counted‌ ‌until‌ ‌polls‌ ‌closed‌ ‌at‌ ‌7‌ ‌p.m‌.‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌the‌‌State‌‌                                 
Election‌ ‌Board’s‌ ‌extension‌ ‌of‌ ‌its‌ ‌“early‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌processing”‌ ‌emergency‌ ‌rule‌ ‌helped‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌that‌‌                         
many‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌were‌ ‌processed‌ ‌and‌ ‌scanned‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌so‌ ‌they‌ ‌could‌ ‌be‌‌                           
counted‌‌more‌‌quickly‌‌on‌‌January‌‌5.‌‌‌Ryan‌‌Germany‌,‌‌an‌‌official‌‌in‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state’s‌‌office,‌‌                               
said‌‌that‌‌“without‌‌doing‌‌this‌‌early‌‌scanning,‌‌it‌‌would‌‌probably‌‌take‌‌weeks‌‌to‌‌get‌‌the‌‌amount‌‌of‌‌                                 
absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌scanned.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
State‌ ‌officials‌ ‌focused‌ ‌on‌ ‌securing‌ ‌a‌ ‌timely‌ ‌count‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌after‌ ‌November’s‌ ‌election,‌ ‌in‌‌                             
which‌‌‌some‌‌people‌‌were‌‌“upset‌‌about‌‌the‌‌days‌‌it‌‌took”‌‌to‌‌count‌‌all‌‌ballots.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌the‌‌vast‌‌                                     
majority‌‌of‌‌votes‌‌were‌‌counted‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Night,‌‌January‌‌5.‌‌The‌‌morning‌‌after‌‌the‌‌election,‌‌the‌‌                               
secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌announced‌‌that‌‌there‌‌were‌‌just‌‌60,000‌‌votes‌‌left‌‌to‌‌be‌‌counted‌‌and‌‌                               
asked‌ ‌counties‌ ‌with‌ ‌outstanding‌ ‌ballots—mostly‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Metro‌ ‌Atlanta‌‌area—to‌‌upload‌‌the‌‌                       
remaining‌‌ballots‌‌by‌‌1‌‌p.m.‌‌The‌‌‌Associated‌‌Press‌‌had‌‌already‌‌projected‌‌that‌‌Raphael‌‌Warnock‌‌                           
had‌ ‌won‌ ‌his‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌race‌ ‌as‌ ‌of‌ ‌2‌‌a.m.‌‌that‌‌morning,‌‌and‌‌it‌‌later‌‌‌projected‌‌that‌‌Jon‌‌Ossoff‌‌had‌‌                                     
won‌ ‌his‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌race‌ ‌at‌ ‌4:16‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌that‌ ‌afternoon.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

V. Runoff‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Results‌ ‌ 
‌ 

After‌ ‌all‌ ‌votes‌ ‌were‌ ‌counted,‌ ‌including‌ ‌provisional‌ ‌ballots,‌ ‌Jon‌ ‌Ossoff‌ ‌‌defeated‌ ‌David‌ ‌Perdue‌‌                         
50.61%‌ ‌to‌ ‌49.39%.‌ ‌Raphael‌ ‌Warnock‌ ‌defeated‌ ‌Kelly‌ ‌Loeffler‌ ‌51.04%‌ ‌to‌ ‌48.96%.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Table‌ ‌1.‌ ‌‌Georgia’s‌ ‌2021‌ ‌Runoff‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Official‌ ‌Results:‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌Election‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Table‌ ‌2.‌ ‌‌Georgia’s‌ ‌2021‌ ‌Runoff‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Official‌ ‌Results:‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌Special‌ ‌Election‌‌ ‌  
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‌  Jon‌ ‌Ossoff‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

David‌ ‌Perdue‌‌ ‌  

Total‌ ‌votes‌ ‌(and‌‌     
percentages)‌ ‌ 

2,269,923‌ ‌(50.61%)‌ ‌  2,214,979‌ ‌(49.39%)‌ ‌ 

‌  Raphael‌ ‌Warnock‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Kelly‌ ‌Loeffler‌ ‌ 

Total‌ ‌votes‌ ‌(and‌‌     
percentages)‌ ‌ 

2,289,113‌ ‌(51.04%)‌ ‌  2,195,841‌ ‌(48.96%)‌‌ ‌  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/01/politics/georgia-recruiting-poll-workers-before-runoffs/index.html
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/politics/elections/what-to-expect-as-georgia-counts-votes/507-e0695d03-72c3-499a-b9ac-40709f5a7de3
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/politics/elections/elections-board-extends-two-key-rules-for-runoff/85-ce378a56-c9c4-418a-b751-80b47d2a0a69
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/politics/elections/elections-board-extends-two-key-rules-for-runoff/85-ce378a56-c9c4-418a-b751-80b47d2a0a69
https://twitter.com/AP_Politics/status/1346713687734833152?s=20
https://twitter.com/AP_Politics/status/1346929188838793216?s=20
https://results.enr.clarityelections.com/GA/107556/web.264614/#/summary
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‌ 

VI. Post-Election‌ ‌Day‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

On‌ ‌January‌ ‌19,‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌‌officially‌ ‌certified‌ ‌the‌ ‌January‌ ‌5‌ ‌runoff‌‌elections‌‌                             
(official‌‌results‌‌can‌‌be‌‌viewed‌‌‌here‌).‌‌The‌‌office‌‌affirmed‌‌“that‌‌all‌‌159‌‌counties‌‌have‌‌provided‌‌to‌‌                               
the‌‌state‌‌the‌‌total‌‌votes‌‌tabulated‌‌for‌‌each‌‌state‌‌and‌‌federal‌‌candidate”‌‌and‌‌that‌‌“the‌‌statewide‌‌                               
consolidated‌ ‌returns‌ ‌for‌ ‌state‌ ‌and‌ ‌federal‌ ‌offices‌ ‌are‌ ‌a‌ ‌true‌ ‌and‌ ‌correct‌ ‌tabulation‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                             
certified‌ ‌returns‌ ‌received‌ ‌by‌ ‌this‌ ‌office‌ ‌from‌ ‌each‌ ‌county.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Two‌‌weeks‌‌earlier,‌‌Georgia‌‌officials‌‌had‌‌responded‌‌to‌‌several‌‌claims‌‌of‌‌mass‌‌voter‌‌fraud‌‌about‌‌                             
the‌‌runoff‌‌election,‌‌including‌‌then-President‌‌Trump’s‌‌‌meritless‌‌allegations‌‌that‌‌Senator‌‌Perdue‌‌                     
lost‌‌due‌‌to‌‌a‌‌“rigged‌‌election.”‌‌In‌‌response,‌‌‌Gabriel‌‌Sterling‌,‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state‌‌office’s‌‌chief‌                               
operation‌ ‌officer,‌ ‌said‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌had‌ ‌not‌ ‌found‌ ‌any‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌of‌ ‌widespread‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud,‌‌                             
that‌ ‌there‌ ‌was‌ ‌“no‌ ‌evidence‌‌of‌‌any‌‌irregularities”‌‌during‌‌the‌‌runoff‌‌election,‌‌and‌‌that‌‌Trump’s‌‌                             
various‌ ‌allegations‌ ‌were‌ ‌“incorrect‌ ‌and‌ ‌they‌ ‌undermine‌ ‌faith‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌elections‌ ‌process.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Shortly‌‌after‌‌Georgia‌‌certified‌‌the‌‌runoff‌‌elections,‌‌both‌‌Jon‌‌Ossoff‌‌and‌‌Raphael‌‌Warnock‌‌were‌‌                           
officially‌ ‌‌sworn‌ ‌into‌ ‌office‌,‌ ‌becoming‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌‌two‌‌Georgia‌‌Democrats‌‌to‌‌win‌‌a‌‌statewide‌‌race‌‌                             
since‌‌2000.‌‌Several‌‌weeks‌‌later,‌‌on‌‌February‌‌11,‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state’s‌‌office—despite‌‌finding‌‌                           
no‌‌evidence‌‌of‌‌widespread‌‌voter‌‌fraud—‌referred‌‌35‌‌cases‌‌of‌‌potential‌‌election‌‌law‌‌violations‌‌to‌‌                           
local‌ ‌district‌ ‌attorneys‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌attorney‌ ‌general‌ ‌for‌ ‌prosecution.‌ ‌These‌ ‌cases‌ ‌included‌‌                         
allegations‌‌of‌‌noncitizens‌‌voting,‌‌someone‌‌voting‌‌under‌‌someone‌‌else’s‌‌name,‌‌and‌‌individuals‌‌                       
registering‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌ ‌while‌‌serving‌‌a‌‌felony‌‌sentence,‌‌among‌‌other‌‌possible‌‌voting‌‌irregularities.‌‌                         
Nevertheless,‌ ‌the‌ ‌results‌‌of‌‌the‌‌2021‌‌Georgia‌‌runoffs‌‌have‌‌not‌‌been‌‌credibly‌‌challenged‌‌since‌‌                           
the‌ ‌election.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

VII. Election‌ ‌Litigation‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Georgia’s‌ ‌runoff‌ ‌elections‌ ‌sparked‌ ‌several‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌many‌‌of‌‌which‌‌were‌‌                           
filed‌ ‌by‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌officials‌ ‌or‌ ‌candidates‌ ‌to‌ ‌alter‌ ‌various‌ ‌election‌ ‌rules.‌ ‌In‌ ‌all‌ ‌cases,‌ ‌the‌‌                             
lawsuits‌ ‌failed‌ ‌or‌ ‌their‌ ‌complaints‌ ‌were‌ ‌dismissed.‌ ‌These‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌included:‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
● A‌ ‌challenge‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌Republican‌ ‌National‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌to‌ ‌restrict‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌drop‌‌                           

boxes‌ ‌and‌ ‌provide‌ ‌for‌ ‌certain‌ ‌rights‌ ‌for‌ ‌poll‌ ‌watchers.‌ ‌The‌ ‌plaintiffs’‌ ‌motion‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌‌                           
temporary‌ ‌restraining‌ ‌order‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌dismissed‌‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌29.‌‌ ‌  
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https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/secretary_of_states_office_certifies_runoff_election_results
https://results.enr.clarityelections.com/GA/107556/web.264614/#/summary
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alisondurkee/2021/01/06/georgia-election-official-no-voter-fraud-in-runoffs-except-in-trump-fertile-mind/?sh=20326100424a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alisondurkee/2021/01/06/georgia-election-official-no-voter-fraud-in-runoffs-except-in-trump-fertile-mind/?sh=20326100424a
https://www.vox.com/2021/1/20/22239456/warnock-ossoff-harris-senate-democrats
https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/state_election_board_refers_voter_fraud_cases_for_prosecution
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/COMPLAINT.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/Final-Order-Dismissing-Plaintiffs-Motion-for-TRO_Dismissing-Defendants-Motion-to-Dismiss.pdf
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‌ 

● A‌ ‌lawsuit‌ ‌filed‌ ‌by‌‌the‌‌‌Twelfth‌‌Congressional‌‌District‌‌Republican‌‌Committee‌‌challenging‌‌                     
rules‌ ‌related‌ ‌to‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌processing,‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌drop‌ ‌boxes,‌ ‌and‌ ‌signature‌‌                     
verification.‌ ‌The‌ ‌complaint‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌dismissed‌‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌17.‌‌ ‌  

● A‌‌complaint‌‌by‌‌the‌‌‌Georgia‌‌Republican‌‌Party‌‌challenging‌‌the‌‌state’s‌‌signature‌‌matching‌‌                       
procedures.‌‌The‌‌lawsuit‌‌was‌‌‌dismissed‌‌on‌‌December‌‌17‌‌and‌‌the‌‌Eleventh‌‌Circuit‌‌‌denied‌‌                         
an‌ ‌appeal‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌21.‌‌ ‌  

● Another‌‌challenge‌‌by‌‌the‌‌‌Georgia‌‌Republican‌‌Party‌‌seeking‌‌to‌‌segregate‌‌all‌‌ballots‌‌cast‌‌                         
by‌‌people‌‌who‌‌had‌‌registered‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌after‌‌November‌‌3,‌‌2020.‌‌On‌‌December‌‌23,‌‌2020,‌‌                             
the‌ ‌case‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌dismissed‌.‌‌ ‌  

● A‌ ‌pro‌ ‌se‌ ‌lawsuit,‌ ‌filed‌ ‌by‌ ‌‌Lin‌ ‌Wood‌—a‌ ‌prominent‌‌‌pro-Trump‌‌attorney‌‌who‌‌was‌‌under‌‌                           
investigation‌‌for‌‌voter‌‌fraud‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌of‌‌Georgia‌‌as‌‌of‌‌February‌‌2021—challenged‌‌the‌‌                           
state’s‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌electronic‌ ‌voting‌ ‌machines‌ ‌and‌ ‌several‌ ‌other‌ ‌voting‌ ‌procedures.‌ ‌The‌‌                       
motion‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌temporary‌ ‌restraining‌ ‌order‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌denied‌‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌28.‌‌ ‌  

● After‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌certified,‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌one‌ ‌lawsuit‌ ‌attempted‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌challenge‌ ‌‌the‌‌                         
certification‌ ‌of‌ ‌both‌ ‌Jon‌ ‌Ossoff‌ ‌and‌ ‌Rafael‌ ‌Warnock‌ ‌as‌ ‌winners‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Senate‌ ‌races.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
In‌ ‌response‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌dismissal‌ ‌of‌ ‌one‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌lawsuits,‌‌Secretary‌‌of‌‌State‌‌Raffensperger‌‌‌wrote‌‌                             
that‌‌“[t]ime‌‌and‌‌time‌‌again‌‌we‌‌have‌‌successfully‌‌fought‌‌off‌‌lawsuits‌‌from‌‌the‌‌right‌‌and‌‌the‌‌left‌‌                                 
looking‌ ‌to‌ ‌undermine‌ ‌rule‌ ‌of‌ ‌law‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia,”‌ ‌arguing‌ ‌that‌ ‌“numerous‌ ‌baseless‌‌and‌‌frivolous‌‌                           
lawsuits,‌ ‌funded‌ ‌by‌ ‌unsuspecting‌ ‌Georgians‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌‌being‌‌duped‌‌by‌‌[Lin]‌‌Wood,‌‌are‌‌just‌‌the‌‌                             
latest‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌long‌ ‌history‌ ‌of‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌to‌ ‌nowhere‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

VIII. Conclusion‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

As‌‌the‌‌eyes‌‌of‌‌the‌‌nation‌‌turned‌‌toward‌‌Georgia,‌‌the‌‌state’s‌‌election‌‌officials,‌‌poll‌‌workers,‌‌and‌‌                               
voters‌‌alike‌‌conducted‌‌a‌‌successful‌‌runoff‌‌election,‌‌having‌‌learned‌‌many‌‌lessons‌‌from‌‌the‌‌June‌‌                           
primary‌ ‌and‌ ‌November‌ ‌general‌ ‌elections.‌ ‌Although‌ ‌several‌ ‌political‌ ‌figures‌ ‌sowed‌ ‌seeds‌ ‌of‌‌                       
doubt‌ ‌over‌ ‌newly‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters‌ ‌and‌ ‌various‌ ‌election‌ ‌rules,‌ ‌ultimately‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌‌                       
proceeded‌ ‌smoothly,‌ ‌efficiently,‌ ‌and‌ ‌decisively.‌ ‌Voters‌ ‌turned‌ ‌out‌ ‌in‌ ‌massive‌ ‌numbers‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌‌                         
special‌‌election,‌‌but‌‌a‌‌large‌‌enough‌‌share‌‌of‌‌the‌‌votes‌‌were‌‌cast‌‌early‌‌or‌‌by-mail,‌‌ensuring‌‌that‌‌                                 
Election‌‌Day‌‌lines‌‌were‌‌short‌‌and‌‌the‌‌risk‌‌of‌‌coronavirus‌‌exposure‌‌was‌‌minimized.‌‌As‌‌Secretary‌‌                             
of‌‌State‌‌‌Raffensperger‌‌said‌‌after‌‌the‌‌election,‌‌“...the‌‌facts‌‌are‌‌on‌‌our‌‌side.‌‌We‌‌had‌‌fair,‌‌honest‌‌                                 
elections‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia."‌ ‌ 
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https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/2020.12.09-Filed-Complaint-and-TRO_12th-Con.-Distr.-Rep.-Cmte-et.al-vs.-Georgia-SoS.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/12th-Congressional-District-Order.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/Verified-Complaint.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/show_temp.pl_.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/Document.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/2.20cv135-complaint.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/GA-Republican-Party-v-Raffensperger-11th-Ciruit-Notice-of-Dismissal.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/Verified-Complaint-for-Declaratory-and-Injunctive-Relief-Wood-v.-Raffensperger-et-al..pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jackbrewster/2021/02/14/georgia-state-bar-looks-to-punish-pro-trump-lawyer-lin-wood/?sh=11fe9bcc460d
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/12/Order-Denying-TRO-and-Dismissing-Case-Wood-III.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2021/01/Daugherty-v-Fulton-Petition-and-Exhibits-1-13.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/gop-allies-go-0-5-georgia-election-lawsuit-fails-ahead-senate-runoffs-1557613
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/2101/08/nday.02.html

